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The Farming Scotland Conference aims to bring together like
minded progressive businesses and individuals from throughout
Scottish agriculture to listen to and promote discussion and debate
on issues which affect the industry here and throughout the world.

An interesting and exciting line up of speakers has been assembled to share their views and experience
in the agriculture industry at our 2019 conference, entitled “A Changing Climate”.
We invite you to join our conference sponsors Bell Ingram, EQ Accountants LLP, Royal Bank of Scotland
and Thorntons for our sixteenth annual conference at Carnoustie, on Thursday, 14 February 2019 for
what promises to be an interesting day.
Jeremy Moody
Jeremy has been Secretary and Adviser to the CAAV since 1995. He was closely involved with the
Agricultural Tenancies Act 1995, several rounds of CAP reform and recently the Brexit process. He
handles the many issues covered by the CAAV across the United Kingdom including agricultural tenancy
and land occupation issues, taxation, valuation and telecommunications, liaising with government at all
levels and writing widely on both policy and practice.
Dr Mike Rivington
Mike has been a scientist at the James Hutton Institute for 18 years. He studied Ecological Science
(Bsc), Natural Resource Management (MSc) and a PhD at Edinburgh University. His main research
interests are in understanding how climate change will impact land use, in Scotland and globally, and
how adaptation options can be developed. He has written policy briefs for UNEP on ecosystem-based
adaptation, contributed to the US National Climate Assessment chapter on agriculture, and was a
member of a UK-US tasks force on extreme weather and resilience of the global food system.
Kirsty and Aimee Budge
Sisters Kirsty and Aimee from Shetland took over the running of their family farm in 2014 following the
tragic loss of their father. As the seventh generation of their family on their 350ha mixed farm, they
have strived to continue the farm’s success and are bringing new ideas to the farm and trialling new
farming techniques. They have become one of nine Monitor Farms in Scotland, testing their ideas out
and sharing these with other farmers. They were crowned BBC Countryfile’s Farming Heroes 2018,
an award which recognised their spirit, determination and attitude towards embracing new farming
techniques.
Ben Pugh
Ben Pugh is the founder and CEO of Farmdrop, an online grocery company that delivers food
directly from sustainable farms to people’s doors using a fleet of electric delivery vans. Ben started
the company in 2012, spotting an opportunity for new technology to bypass the supermarkets from
the food supply chain. Prior to Farmdrop, Ben spent several years sailing around the world as a
yacht salesman, before going to work as a broker in the City of London at Morgan Stanley and JP
Morgan covering European equities.

CONFERENCE
Programme
9.00am

Registration and Coffee

9.30am

Welcome and Introduction
Chairman – Graeme Davidson
Partner, EQ Accountants LLP

9.35am

Provost of Angus, Ronnie Proctor MBE

9.40am

Agriculture policy: Where are we now?
Jeremy Moody
Secretary and Adviser CAAV and Adviser to SAAVA
Envisioning Scotland’s future agriculture under
climate change
Mike Rivington
Land Use System Modeller, The James Hutton Institute

11.00am

Tea and Coffee

11.20am

Women’s work: our journey from sisters to
business partners
Kirsty and Aimee Budge
Farmers at Bigton Farm, Shetland’s Monitor Farm
The ethical grocer: reworking the supply chain
Ben Pugh
Founder and CEO of Farmdrop

12.40pm

Panel Session - Chairman

1.15pm

Lunch
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Since HJ Bell founded the original firm in 1899,
Bell Ingram’s aims have remained unchanged: to
meet our client’s needs with the highest possible
levels of skill, efficiency and reliability. As one
of the leading firms of Chartered Surveyors
in Scotland and the north of England, Bell
Ingram has always operated in the farming/
agricultural environment, advising farmers and
landowners for over 100 years. Our specialist
in-house services cover all manner of rural land
agency and extend to Forestry Management,
Estate Agency, Sporting Lets, Architecture,
Planning and Building Surveying, Accounting,
Valuations and Green/Renewable Energy.
enquiries@bellingram.co.uk

EQ is recognised as one of the leading providers
of accountancy, taxation and business advisory
services to the Scottish agricultural sector, a
reputation built over many years. Our clients
include traditional arable and livestock farmers,
estates and land owners, and many diversified
businesses operating in the rural economy
throughout Scotland. They value our proactive,
personal approach and rely on us for high quality,
reliable advice, delivered by experts who know
and understand their business. We aim to work
with our clients to meet their personal and
business objectives, helping them to create and
protect wealth. We understand farming and the
issues facing the industry.
agriculture@eqaccountants.co.uk

The Royal Bank of Scotland continues to
support Scottish agriculture as it has done for
almost 300 years. Farmers are now much more
exposed to world markets and the increased
levels of volatility that can bring. This has been
compounded by the extreme weather events
in recent years. As a result farmers ability to
adapt to change is being tested now, perhaps
more than ever. We want to ensure that our
managers provide a complementary level of
financial expertise, wherever and whenever it is
needed. We have a team of specialist agricultural
managers operating across Scotland. These
managers have undertaken agricultural training,
which is accredited by the Chartered Bankers
Institute and endorsed by NFUS. RBS is the
only bank to have its managers independently
accredited in this way.

When it comes to rural and agricultural law in
Scotland, our Land and Rural Business team is
recognised as a leader in their field. Or rather,
fields; because our expertise in this ever-changing
sector is vast. Our specialist teams can guide
you through all the traditional legal areas such
as property and land sales, as well as providing
expert advice on the newer developments such as
diversification, brand protection and renewable
energy.
That extensive knowledge is matched on the
ground. With 10 offices in Fife, Perthshire, Angus
and Edinburgh, no other law firm covers more
rural areas.
So whatever expert advice you need, and
wherever you need it, Thorntons Land and Rural
Business team is perfectly placed to deliver the
outcome that’s right for you.

Scott.McIntosh@rbs.co.uk

ruralbusiness@thorntons-law.co.uk

www.farmingscotlandconference.co.uk

